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REsuMEN: En diversos poemas el poeta Catulo nos describe unos sentimien
tos antiteticos y parad6jicos, ya que su amada Io atrae intensa y poderosa
mente, y, a Ia vez, el Ia desprecia y Ia rechaza. Estos sentimientos contradic
torios, que Ilegan a causar inquietud y casi Iocura en el poeta, se pueden 
explicar por el atractivo fisico y pasional que todavfa ejerce su amante y por 
Ia nula valoraci6n y estima en el terreno moral e intelectual. Catulo concede 
excesiva importancia a los componentes espirituales del sentimiento 
amoroso; por eiio se puede justificar esta sorprendente contradicci6n que ni 
el propio poeta ni su amada pueden comprender. 

* * * 

ABslRAcr: In several of his poems Catulo describes antithetic and para
doxical feelings. He is intensely and powerfuiiy attracted to his loved one, 
and at the same time he despises and rejects her. These contradictory feelings 
eventuaily make the poet not only uneasy but also turn him almost insane. 
They can be explained by the powerful physical attraction stili exerted on 
him by this woman, while at the same time moraiiy and inteiiectuaiiy he 
seems absolutely unimportant. This can explain the surprising contradiction 
which neither the very poet nor his loved one can understand. 
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