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REsUMEN: Este articulo intenta probar que, contra lo que hasta ahora han sostenido 
los estudiosos, Aulo Gelio no se limit6 a acumular datos curiosos en las Naches 
aticas sin orden ni discriminaci6n, sino que, con el afan de que esta obra reprodujera 
vividamente la cultura y los seres de su tiempo, le dio una estructura original que 
ofrece numerosas similtudes con la forma en que Cicer6n expuso el arte ret6rica en 
el tratado Acerca del orador. 

* * * 
ABslRACT: Until now it has been held by many scholars dedicated to the subject that 
in his Noctes Atticae Aulus Gellius accumulated a series of peculiar facts without 
any order or discrimination. This essay tries to show that on the contrary, he 
proceeded keeping a strong desire for reflecting the culture of his own time in a most 
vivid way. Furthermore, he gave this work a very similar structure to that of Cicero's 
De oratore with regard to the art of rhetoric. 
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