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The decipherment of the hieroglyphic script of the classic Maya 
society is hampered by our almost complete ignorance of their mytho
logical-religious beliefs, of their thoughts on the after-life, on the 
underworld journey and fate of the deceased. Most of the inscrip
tions are based on a frame of historical (sometimes mythical) dates, 
usually life-cycle and period-ending dates (Proskouriakoff 1960). In 
the ,present paper and two companion ones (Diitting 1984 and n.d .) 
I explored whether accession dates of Maya lords and dates of other 
historical events were linked with similar dates of the past, with 
important dates in the life of parents and forefathers, by full multi
ples of time-periods with astronomical signif!cance. It turned out 
that the Moon and the planet Venus played a particular role in 
the timing of such events. The corresponding deites are the divi
nities most deeply involved in the resurrection process, a~cts of 
which are discussed. 

I. Lunar periods determine distance between historiwl dates. 

The first part of t_his paper is concerned mainly with one text from 
Palenque, the inscription of the so-called T able of the Slaves (Ruz 
1952) . The 11 Calendar Round dates of this text were placed se
curely in the Long Gount by Berlin ( 1965: 341). 

The tablet treats events in the life of lords Chaacal III and Chac 
Zutz' who succeeded each other on the throne of Palenque (see 






































































