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1. Speech relations and social relations 

The thesis of this paper is simple, unexceptionable, and largely ob­
vious. I hope to save embarassment, thot my reader swill already 
subscribe to it implicitly, so that I will not need to argue for it 
so much as demonstrate it, in the context of relations between Tzo. 
tzil speaking Zinacanteco Indians of highland Chiapas, and Spanish 
speaking ladinos in the same region. There is clearly a relationship 
between the social organization of an aggregate of people and the 
or~anization of speech in the corresponding conununity. I want to 
mrtke the seemingly stronger claim that what I will term "speech 
rcbtions" and social relations more generally are, in an experimental 
sense at least, virtually co-extensive; that social life is played out 
and constituted centrally by language interaction. (This is very much 
like <ln argument made eloquently and persuasively in a recent paper 
by Michael Moerman [1981]. My version, coming from a different 
lineage, is somewhat cntder, I fear, and also more political. People 
do, after all, haYe to live with the speech/ social relations they find 
thcmseh-es enmeshed in. Our ethnographic tidbits run the risk of so 
disembodying our subjects that we forget the real lives they live.) 
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