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Introduction

In April, 1978, a Maya agricultural ceremony known as Wahil Kol
was performed in Becanchen, a town in the State of Yucatin, Mé-
xico. This paper presents a detailed description of that ceremony,
and then addresses certain questions. How does this ceremony com-
pare with descriptions of similar ceremonies recorded by various eth-
nographers during the last 100 years? What are the main elements
of the ceremony? Which parts of the ceremony have changed over
the last 100 years and which parts have remained unchanged? And
finally, how could ethnographers improve on the way these ceremo-
nies have been recorded in the past so as to facilitate better compar-
ative analysis in the future?

Part I Description of the Ceremony
A. The Setting

Becanchen is a small Yucatec speaking town of about 900 residents
located in the southern tip of the State of Yucatin. It is about
40 kilometers south of Tekax, a relatively large town on the major
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Figure 2. Preparing the sacred bread. Note the wech en the table.
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Yigure 3. Offering the cigarettes during the fourth chant.
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