
Estudios de Cultura Maya.  Vol. XV, 1984 
Instituto de Investigaciones Filológicas/  
Centro de Estudios Mayas, UNAM  
http://www.iifilologicas.unam.mx/estculmaya/ 
 

THE DYNASTIC HISTORY OR NARANJO: 

Introduction 

THE EARLY PERIOD 

Michael P. CLoss 
Department of Mathematics 

University of Ottawa 

Ottawa, Canada 
November, 1981 

Revised May, 1 982 

A number of articles have been published which give glimpses into 
the dynastic history of Naranjo (Proskouriakoff, 1960; Berlin, 1968 
and 1973; Beetz, 1980). However, none of these were devoted solely 
to elucidating the historical data in the Naranjo inscriptions. The 
Naranjo material is difficult to study because of the poor state of 
preservation of many Naranjo monuments. Earlier researchers also 
had difficulty in obtaining satisfactory pictorical records of these 
inscriptions. Although the former problem cannot be helped, the 
latter has been remedied by the appearance of Parts 1 and 2 of 
Volume 2 of the Corpus of Maya Hieroglyphic Inscriptions :(Graham 
and Von Euw, 1975 and Graham, 1978). 

In 1979, I completed a study of the chronological data in the 
Naranjo inscriptions. It was apparent from this work that, as earlier 
realized by Morley ( 1937-1938), the monuments at the site fall into 
three general periods. An early period accounts for monuments scul,p­
tured from 9.8.0.0.0 to 9.10.10.0.0, a middle period for those from 
9.13.10.0.0 to 9.15.0.0.0, and a late period for those from 9.17.10.0.0 
to 9.19.10.0.0 The earliest date which may be attributed to the middle 
period at Naranjo is at 9.12.10.5.12. It is an important date recorded 
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