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The Alta Verapaz of Guatemala is unique in Mesoamerica because 
of the lack of a violent hispanic conquest and subsequent encomen
dero exploitation ( cf. Saint-Lu, 1968) . The absence of such a 
conquest allows it to be used as a model against which one can test 
other theories of population decline and change in the Colonial 
period. The purpose of this paper is to provide data allowing those 
who wish to prepare these type of models using the Kekchi (Goban, 
Carcha, Chamelco, Lanquin, Cahabon), Pokom (Cahcoh, Cabasion, 
Tactic, Tamahu, Tucuru) and Choloid Maya communities of this 
area. It is based on, mostly, unpublished documents recently disco
vered by the author in the Archivo General de Indias, Seville, Spain 
and elsewhere ( cf. Table 1). 

Table 2, List of Tributarios, except for 1768 (which is a count 
of families) , represents the tax paying ( tributario) portion of the 
population. Numbers in italics represent either estimates, based upon 
the lowest and closest in time figure, or readings made from damaged 
documents. Although given in the original document as "1597", 
entries for this year are being read as if they were "1579" which 
it is felt makes better sense upon comparison with data from other 
years. The document itself ·(AGI Guatemala 172) is a sixteenth 
century summary based upon other documents and not the original 
census manuscript. Another reason for doubting its accuracy is a 
different (and more reasonable total for the Verapaz in the year 
1597 of 2,150 tributarios than that arrived at by adding what is 
here assumed to be really a "1579" list. In 1564 the total for Goban 
includes 100 tributarios; in 1566, 200 tributarios, and in 1571, 120 
tributarios, all of whom are identi£ied as being from the Chol 
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