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INTRODUCTION
Quichean Ethnohistory

Ethnohistoric studies of the prehispanic Quichean cultures of high-
land Guatemala (especially the Quiche, Cakchiquel, and Tzutujil
groups) have primarily been focused on native chronicles written
during the middle of the 16th century. In addition to the justifiably
famous Popol Vuh and Annals of the Cakchiquels, there are another
16 major and 10 minor documents of this type. The PV and Annals
are easily the most extensive of these and provide us with the “official”
view of Quichean history and culture. The other native documents
are cructal for a well rounded reconstruction, because they provide
us with insights into the variation on Quichean culture and history
which existed. Consequently, most of my efforts and those of other
scholars of Quichean cultures have been put into the discovery, tran-
scription, translation, and exegesis of the native chronicles,

There are, of course, other kinds of important documentation of
the Quichean cultures. We have the brief but important eye witness
accounts by the conquistadores; a few fairly extensive relaciones by
Spanish officials and priests; administrative records of all kinds, many
of which arz located in the archives in Spain; a very substantial corpus
of native language dictionaries; and a half-dozen or so important
creole histories from the centuries following the Conquest.

The relative ethnohistoric potential of Quichean culture in Meso-
american studies is difficult to evaluate. On the one hand, it falls
short of other Mesoamerican cultures and subareas. For exampl-,
Alvarado’s account of the conquest of Guatemala cannct compare
with Cortez’ magnificent letters on the conquest of Mexico. Las Casas’
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