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That acculturation or culture change is a basic tenent of all archaeo
logical study, I think is an undisputable fact. However, archaeological 
culture change is usually treated in one of two ways. Sometimes the 
concept of change, or the apparent lack of it, is treated rather off
handedly as an absolute : culture changed, or did not change, period. 
Here there is concern with only those items that changed or did not 
change; a part, in other words, but not the whole culture. This is a 
short-cut which does not tell the whole story. More often, where an 
archaeological sequence is described with considerable conti'nuity, ma
terial culture change is detailed at great length in terms of contrasting 
percentages, with little or no conceptual recognization of the new 
combinations of cultural traits at different points of the continuum as 
new cultural enti'ties. The view here is that continuity of old or very 
slowly changing items is almighty and little concern is given to the 
change represented by new items in the culture. Again, this is a partial 
view of culture. A more productive vie\•.rpoint is one which presents a 
balanced perspective of culture, which takes into account not only 
changing cultural attributes, but the non-changing ones and also the 
new cultural features. It is not enough, however, to just recognize that 
cultural attributes change, or do not change andfor are augmented 
by new cultural attributes; but one must recognize that these three 

1 A slightly revised version of a paper read at the Spanish Colonial Ar
chaeology: Current Research symposium of the Society for Historic Achaeology 
annual meetings on January 5, 1978 at San Antonio, Texas. 
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