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JAMES C. GIFFORD 
(1927 -1973) 

Robert ELioT SMITH 

As an Archaeologist James C. Gifford has played a very distinctive 
role in the development of taxanomy and typology. He was one of 
the co-authors of the Type-Variety Concept as a method for analys­
ing pottery. He amplified this concept by establishing a publication, 
Ceramica de Cultura Maya, with a primary function of listing all of 
the new place and geographic names used in the archaeological no­
menclature of the Maya territory and neighboring regions. He was 
also especially interested in the archaeology of Mesoamerica with 
particular reference to the Ancient Maya. His other major inter­
ests included : synthesis, prehistory as anthropology; the Prehistory 
of Pennsylvania, and the History of Archaeology. 

James C. Gifford was born in 1927 in New York City. He lived 
in New Canaan, Connecticut until father's death in 1940 when the 
family moved west and Jim attended the Thatcher School in Ca­
lifornia and Fountain Valley School in Colorado Springs. His int~ 
rests in science and scientific collegting developed early and by the 
time he graduated from high shoo! he had personally acquired and 
arranged significant butterfly and mineral collections. These were 
subseqnently donated to the Museum of Northern Arizona. He clim­
bed many of Colorado's high peaks and journed down the Green 
River and a portion of the Colorado River. It was on this latter 
river trip that he discovered an ancient Indian pot eroding from 
the bank of a tributary and from then on anthropolgy became his 
votation and his hobby. 

His education continued at the University of Arizona where he 
received his B. A. in 1951 and M. A. in 1957. His military service 
intervened from 1953 to 1955. Then in 1963 he received his Ph. D. 
in Anthropology from Harvard University. 

Jim was employed at the Peabody Museum, Harvard University, 
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