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INDIAN AND LADINO BILINGUALISM: 

SOCIOCULTURAL CONTRASTS IN CHIAPAS, MEXICO 

Norman E. McQuowN 
University of Chicago 

The data on which the present paper is based were gathered by the 
field-workers, both linguits and social anthropologist, of the Univer· 
sity of Chicago's projects among the Tzeltal and Tzotzil-speaking 
I ndians of Chiapas, Mexico and among the Spanish-speakin non-In­
clians (Ladinos) of the same area (see Figure 1). There are consi­
derable numbers of bilinguals in both groups, although the incidence 
of bilingualism varies greatly from place to place within the area. 
In the southern and southwerstern portions of the territory, where 
theer are large numbers of Ladinos, there are many Indian bilinguals 
and practically no Ladinos who know anything of the incligenous 
language. In the northern and, in particular, in the northeastern 
parts of the area, these proportions are reversed. There are very 
few Ladinos, and these are, for the most part, bilingual. The agent~ 
of acculturation in the north, are, in great part, the Laclinos who 
speak the Indian language. In the south, on the other hand, such 
agents are to be found among the Indians themeselves. 

What such general statements fall to specify, however, is why some 
Ladinos in the north and some Indians in the south are very poor, 
some very good, agents of culture change, and what are the specific 
indices, both linguistic and sociocultural of such differences in indi­
vidual personality, differences which account for the selection process 
whereby some are chosen to lead and some are not. It is the purpose 
of this paper, in the concrete linguistic, sociocultural and personality 
data available on five individuals, distributed over this continuum, 
to attempt to discover such specific indices, and, having discovered 
them, to try to rationalize the particular roles which individuals so 
distinguished play in the life of their changing communities. I am 
especially grateful to the social anthropologists Charles E. Mann of 
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