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Joseph W. BALL 
San Diego State University 

THE EARLY CLASSIC PERIOD: THE NORTHERN CHIEF­
DOMS AND MAYA CIVILIZATION. The Archaeological Record. 

By the close of the third century A. D., recognizeably Classic Maya 
patterns of culture were present throughout the Northern Lowlands.2 

The treatment of these here presented is somewhat uneven, reflect­
ing both the spottiness of available data and my own unequal familia­
rities therewith.8 

1 Part I of this paper traced the culture history of the Northern Lowlands 
from the time of their first occupation in the sixth century B.C. thorugh the 
end of the Preclassic period in the third century A.D. It appears in The 
Origins of Civilization in the Maya Lowlands, edited by Richard E. W. 
Adams. The two parts together were prepared originally as a working paper 
for an Advanced Seminar on Maya originis held at the Shool of American 
Research, Santa Fe, New Mexico during October, 1974. 

2 The Northern Maya Lowlands generally are defined as consisting of 
that area included wihtin the modem Mexican states of Yucatan, Campeche 
and Quintana Roo · roughly some 141,500 square kilometers of land. 
Within them, the Central Yucatan region is defined by Potter ( 1973) on 
the basis of a shared, Late Classic architectural style (formerly subdivided 
into Rio Bee and Chenes). Geographically, it is roughly equivalent to the 
Rio Bee, Chenes and Puuc Zones as delineated by the Santa Fe Conference 
on the Collapse of Classic Maya Civilization (Culbert 1973: Fig. 1), although 
excluding the actual heights of the Puuc Hills. The Northern Plains Zone 
stands as defined by the latter source. I would note that Potter prefers to 
see the Central Yucatan as a single, homogeneous region in terms of archi­
tectural style and cultural tradition whereas I suspect that two, culturally 
distinct regions (a southern Rio Bee and a northern Chenes) are discernible 
beneath the superficial unity of a shared architectural tradition. 

s All distributional and chronological ascriptions, evaluations and compa­
risons not representing specific citations are based on my personal examnitions 
of the relevant materials. The latter, which represent the efforts of nume­
rous institutions and individuals over some decades are currently housed in 
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