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THE POPOL VUH AND THE BOOK OF CHAN K'IN 

By Robert D. BRuCE 

Should the news media predict the end of the world within two 
or three months, I feel that most of us -I, at least- would laugh, 
or sigh, and perhaps wonder what kind of mentality it takes to 
make some poor devil believe he suddenly became clairvoyant or esta
blished supernatural contact with the Omniscient, or more likely, the 
extremes to which some people will go just to see their names in 
print. Should such a prediction be followed by the name of a renoun
ed astronomer or geophysicist, however, I fear that our indulgent 
amusement would come to an abntpt end. Whether we would accept 
the alleged fact or not, we would realize that responsable scholar 
would not make such a statement without having some very good 
reasons - right or wrong- for doing so. 

I had a similar experience, several months ago, when the news 
media of Mexico City declared "THE POPOL VUH IS A FRAUD!" 
I stopped chuckling only when I heard this affimation attributed 
to Dr Rene Acuna, of the Centro de Estudios Mayas of the National 
University of Mexico. I found these same astonishing conclusions 
in a newspaper report of a conference given by Dr. Acuna, entitled 
uEl Popol Vuh: Poema del mestizaje".1 I suspected some horrible, 
sensationalistic distortion (such as newspaper reporters sometimes 
make) of a more orthodox criticism of the classic work in question 
on the part of the author, but I found these same disconcerting ideas 
presented in much greater detail in ((Problemas del Popol Vuh'',' 
published in Mester at U.C.L.A. from the draft of a conference 
scheduled to be given at the Centro de Estudios Literarios of the 
lnstituto de Filologfa of the National University of Mexico on 
April 4, 1975. Finally, I established contact with Dr. Acuna, and 

1 In Diorama de Excelsior, the Sunday supplement of the Mexico, D. F., 
newspaper Excelsior, March 7, 1976. 

2 Mester. Vol. V, Num. 2, Abril de 1975. Univenity of California, Lot 
Angeles. pp. 123.134. 
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