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POSTCLASSIC FINDS IN THE CA YO DISTRICT, BELIZE* 

Por: Peter J. ScHMIDT 

The present-day country of Belize falls within the cultural area. 
of the Southern Maya Lowlands. On all soils suitable for agricul
ture, it bears evidence of a dense Maya population over a long period 
of time. 

Especially heavy settlement concentrations occur in its Western 
or Cayo District bordering ~th the Departament of El Peten in 
Guatemala. In the fertile bottomlands of the wide Belize River 
Valley habitation mounds and plazuela groups cluster in groups of 
varying size, and form a nearly continuous zone of settlement. Fur
ther upstream, along and between the Macal and Mopan, the two 
branches which form the Belize River, this concentration continues, 
including much of the adjoining hill coun~ry. A typical section of the 
northern part of this continuum is the Barton Ramie site, investigated 
for Harvard University by Gordon Willey and others (Willey et al., 
1965). 

Ceremonial groups and minor to medium size centres are inters
persed, with an apparent increase in density as one moves up-river. 
Between . the Macal and Mopan they are generally not more than 
three miles distant from each other. Stone monuments were erec
ted at many of them and major architectural construction is a com
mon feature. Most impressive among these ceremonial and probably 
administrative centres is Xunantunich, formerly often called Benque 
Viejo, on a hilltop approximately one mile due west of the Mopan 
and the village of San Jose Socotz, some ten miles above the junction 
of this river with the Macal. Work on this site {which in ·tum 
seems to be closely connected in styles and layout to the major 
centres of Caracol, further south, and· Naranjo, further west), has 

*Paper Pres.ent.ed at the XXXIXth lht .. · Congr. of Americanist.r 
· · Lima., 1970 
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