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This presentation compares the distribution of vaulted buildings, 
constructed during the two consecutive "late Classic" (Early Period 
I and Pure Florescent) phases at the northern lowland Maya arch
aelogical site of Dzibilchaltun, Yucatan, Mexico. The results of this 
comparison show that the vaulted architecture of the firs phase is far 
less concentrated in space than that of the second phase. More cons
truction took place away from the center of the site during the three 
century durantion of the first phase of the late Classic than during 
the two or three centuries of the second phase. Two interpretations 
of the contrast are offered: 1) if energy expended in vaulted cons
truction is considered a measure of wealth, the contrast would indi
cate increased concentration of wealth in space through time. This 
suggests a greater emphasis on stratification during the late Classic. 
2) If the amount of construction at any location is considered a 
measure of the importance of that place, the concentration of vaulted 
building construction through time may reflect increased importance 
of a central place. One would expect such a phenomenon to be 
characteristic of an accelerated trend towards urbanization. 

Dzibilchaltun is situated on flat Karst plain some 21 kilometers 
from the north coast of Yucatan, approximately halfway between 
the port city of Progreso and the state capital, Merida. The Middle 
American Research Institute of Tulane University sponsored almost 
ten years of research at the site under the direction of the late Dr. 
E. Wyllys Andrews IV (Andrews 1960, 1965, 1968). As part of this 
research, George E. Stuart, John W. Cottier, John C. Sheffler, and 
I (Stuart et al. 1965) compiled a map of 19 square kilometers of the 
site showing the location of some 8,500 pre-Columbian structures. 
An aerial photograph of Dzibilchaltun showing the area covered by 
the map is presented in Figure 1. This was released by the Middle 
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