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MICROSCOPIC ANALYSIS OF CHIPPED STONE TOOLS 
FROM BARTON RAMIE, BRITISH HONDURAS 

Richard WILK 

This paper was originally intented to be a firm functional base for 
the re-organization of the standard Kidder-Coe typology of Mayan 
stone tools, through the use of wear-pattern analysis. In the present 
state however, this paper is only a bare beginning due to the limited 
nature of the assemblage examined. In the future I hope to combi
ne re-examinations of existing collections with the trial classification 
of an entire collection excavated by the Corozal Proyect under Dr. 
Norman Hammond's direction. Re-examinations of published mate
rial will be presented in the same way as this report, and in the case 
of Seibal collections, Dr. Gordon Willey has invited me to present 
my analysis as an appendix to his own report. Eventually, it is hoped, 
a taxonomic system for Mayan stone tools will be evolved which 
reflects as closely as possible the original uses to which the tools were 
put. This system should, in turn, make progressively more sophisticated 
statistical and distributional analysis possible. 

The Excavations at Barton Ramie were directed by Gordon Wil
ley, William Bullard and John Glass between 1953 and 1957. The 
site is an arbitrary section of a more or less continuous scatter of small 
house-mounds which dot the upper terraces of the Belize river for 
nearly 50 Km. from Benque Viejo to Cocos Bank. Interspersed 
among the numerous house mounds are "plazuela" groupings of 
mounds around a small raised plaza, an occasional larger mounds 
usually interpreted as temples. Large ceremonial centers occur to the 
west (70 Krn. to Tikal), north and south. Small ceremonial complexes 
such as Baking pot (actually two complexes) and Floral Park are 
located within 5 Km. . 

The materials discussed herein were unearthed largely during the 
extensive excavations of house-mounds BRl and BR123, and the 
limited exploration of 66 other mounds of varying types and sizes. 
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