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AN UNIQUE ALMANAC IN TilE CODEX MADRID 
A MISTAKOLOGICAL STIJDY 

Peter JONGEL 

TUbingen University 

Dedicated to FLOYD LouNSBURY, 

who taught us to take mistakes more serious, 
in occasion of his arrival to his 5th Katun 

The study of mistakes in Maya and, with certain evidence as well, in 
Mixtec and Nahua written sources, has entered a new stage when F. 
Lounsbury's study "A Palenque King and the Planet Jupiter" ( 1989: 
246-259, esp. 246-248) appeared by opening a new subfield ofMayanist 
and Mexicanist research, which I've named "mistakology" in private 
use. Before, mistakes were recognized and just corrected as "writer's er­
rors", since, it is obvious that mistakes --often, if not ever- are in­
tended and meaningful and their ideas have to be analysed. Evidence for 
this is accumulating, and this especially from the study of Codex Madrid 
(CM) (Jiingel, 1991 & 1992), where countless mistakes are what has 
lead Mayanists to underrate the reliability of this document. 

The most convincing results after Lounsbury have been achieved in 
CM 75-76 (cartouche of the day-singns and at the trecenas), CM 52b-
53b (first mistake [of 4 ], CM 10b-13b (misspelling of T(ill).563: 130 
used for ordering the pentad of Chacs) and CM 63a, and this just only 
form the CM. Other exampleshabe been found e.g. in Codex Dresden 
10c-11c, giving access to an interpretation as a series of numeral re­
gents and Codex Nuttall 22 (Barthel, pers. comm., cited in: JUnge!, 
1992: 68 & 88-89). 

This prooves that the mistakes often are no writer's errors but a 
means of coding/writing and that they are planned as "intended mis­
takes" (in German: "intendierte Fehler" [iF]). These results proove fur­
ther that their correction may tum to primary meaning what has been 
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