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THE MAYA VENUS NUMBERS 

Lynn E. Rose 
Stlne Univer.uty of New York at Buffalo 

Cognitive Science Center and Dep:anment of Philosophy 

ResuMeN: La tabla de Venus del C6dice de Dresde utiliz.a los misteriosos "numeros de Venus" 236, 
90, 250 y 8. Generalmeme se considera que estos numeros se reneren a Ia visibilidad como el Lu­
cero del Alba, Ia lnvisibilidad de Ia conjuncl6n superior, Ia visibilidad como el Lucero de Ia Tarde, 
e invisibilidad de Ia conjunci6n inferior. Lo que quiere decir que son muy lmprecisos. Despues de 
considerar algunos de los intentos recientes para darle sentido a estos numeros, propongo uo en­
foque muy distlnto: tomo los 90 dias como una ventana dentro de Ia cual ocurre Ia lnvisibilidad 
de Ia conjunci6n superior, y los ocho dias como una ventana en Ia cual ocurre el ascenso heliaco 
del Lucero del Alba. Los 236 y 250 se vuelven simplemente los lntervalos entre estas dos ventanas. 
Sostengo que los numeros rnayas de Venus probablemeote eran exactos al dia. El reSto del articu­
lo se dedica a Ia lnvestigacl6n de las latitudes y de los valores del arcus vtsionts que mejor enca­
jan con estos numeros de Venus. 

ABS'l"RAcr: The Venus table of the Dresden Codex uses the mysterious "Venus numbers": 236, 90, 
250, and 8. Usually these numbers are taken as referring to the visiblllty as Morning Star, the 
invisibility at superior conjunction, the visibllity as Evening Star, and the invisibility at inferior 
conjunction. This means that they are highly unrealistic. Aller considering some of the recent 
attempts to make sense of these numbers, I propose a quite different approach: I take 90 days as 
a window within which the superior conjunction Invisibility occurs, and the 8 days as a window 

within which the heliacal rising of the Morning Star occurs. Numbers 236 and 250 are then simply 
the Intervals between the two windows. I argue that Maya Venus numbers were probably accurate 
to the day. The remainder of the anicle Is devoted to an investigation of the latitudes and arcus 
vtslonts values that would best fLt these Venus numbers. 

At the lower left of pages 46-50, the Codex The standard view 
Dresden contains the numbers 236, 90, 250, and 
8. These numbers are prominently featured as Nearly a'lways, it has just been assumed that the 
the intervals in the so-caUed "Venus table" that 236, the 90, the 250, and the 8 are, respectively: 
is continued across the left-hand columns of the period of the visability of Venus as the Mor­
each of those five consecutive pages. ('They are ning Star; the period of the invisibility of Venus 
also featured on the Codex Grolier - albeit in- at superior conjunction; the period of the visi­
completely, since so much less of the Venus bility of Venus as the Evening Star; and the 
material has survived on the Grolier.) period of the invisibility of Venus at inferior 
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