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ALGUNAS OBSERVACIONES SOBRE EL USO DEL SUELO 

EN EL SITIO ARQUEOL6GICO DE CALAKMUL 1 

William J. Folan y Silverio Gallegos Osuna 
Cemm de lnvest•gaciones Hist6ncas y Soc•ales·uAC 

AllsntAcr: During the past 50 years, a series of investigators has examined bajos (seasonal swamps) 
in the development of Maya civilization, especially in the Peten of Campeche, Mexico, and Guate­
mala where a great deal of the landscape is formed by these depressions. They have been the 
bane of travelers especially during the rainy season, when their fooded bottoms turn into suckJng 
quagmires capable of stopping man, beast, or machine. Several investigators, such as Richard E. 

W. Adams, have suggested that OOJOS were used to develop raised fields. In some cases the edges 
were dedicated to slash and burn horticulture. This paper presents a four stage model of Maya 
horticulture developed by joel D. Gunn and ourselves. It includes mllpa horticulture located on 
upland plots and slopes, as well as those on the plain following the bajo-edge. Horticulture also 
takes place within the bajo on small plots of earth protruding from the floor close to it:. edge. 
They are planted during the regular rainy season and following it in the form a tonaml/ later 
planted into the bajo floor to supplement an October harvest. Later work by Jacinto May Hau 
(while searching for the long-distances sacbes of Calakmul in the Laberinto Bajo) has discovered 
large, three to four hectare plots of land in the bajo limited by 40-60 em high albarradas (dry 
stone walls). They are situated on elevated ground within the bajo to facilitate intens•ve 
agricultur.ll aaivities. This suggest that although there may or may not exist raised fields in the 
sense s~•ggested by Adams in the Peten or Richard Hansen in Nakbe, Guatemala, bajos in general 
may well have been utilized for agricultural and ho rticultural purposes in one manner or another. 

REsuMr~~;: A traves de los siglos to~ hab1tantes del fuca maya han sido consclentes de sus fuentes 
hldricas, de modo que han buS<.'lldO diferentes formas para captar este elemento tan indispensable 
para su sobrevivencla o dirigirlo hacla determinado Iugar cuando se pre-Senta en cantidades lnade­
cuadas o excesivas a sus necesidades. Sin embargo, un interrogante que tendril que responderse 
es durante que periodos de su desarrollo los mayas eStuvieron en posici6n de uulizar dertas t~cru­
cas agrlcolas y honicolas en cualquier regi6n de su territorio donde, seg(m el modelo considerJdo 
por varios investigadores, el acceso a Ia humedad, en t~rmino~ generales, variaba de ticmpo en 
tiempo y de Iugar a Iugar en toda Ia regi6n de Mesoamerica, todo ello relacionado en parte <:on el 
regimen de precipitaci6n. 

Calakmul, localizado en el sureste del estado de gmndes de Mesoamerica (Folan, 198Sa; Marcus, 

Campeche, es uno de los sitios prehL<;panicos mas Pincemin, Dominguez, FleLcher y Morales, 1995) 

1 Este documento representa una ponencia revisada, que antes fue lelda <."'mo parte del simposlo organlza­
do por Ia Unlversidad de California, Riverside, Camellones Tropicales, llevado a cabo en Villahermosa, Tabasco, 
en 1991. 
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