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RE.SUMf.N: La producci6n y distribuci6n son considcradas como dlmensiones lmponantes de 
interc-.1mbio, especialmentt: en el c-.tso de Ia ceramica. Poco se conoce sobre Ia evldencia dire<.:ta 
de Ia producci6n de cernmica en las tierras bajas mayas. Mientras los metodos indirec:tos de pro­
ducci6n han sido evaluados, pocos estudios han ex:tmlnado especifiCamente Ia evidencia directa, 
y las dlscusiones acerca de las fallas de producci6n son escasas. En este escnto examinamos el 
problema de Ia producci6n de car:\mica a traves de un experimento conducido a reproducir los 
indicadorers de las fallas. Los resultados, utilizando alfarer'ia maya antigua y pequci'ios conglome­
rados preparados, demuestr.ln reacciones detenninadas y predecibles de los desgrasantes basicos 
a las variaciones de temper.ttura. Las implicaciones de elitos datos ilustran el porqu~ Ia producct6n 
ceriimica continua siendo objeto de eva~i6n para los arque61ogos mayistas y Ia necesidad de 
desarrollar nuevas estrategias para identiflcar Ia producci6n ceramica arqueolbgicamente. 

ABsn.\cr: Production and dlwiliution are widely seen as important dimensions of exchange, espe­
cially in the case of ceramics. Little is known about dtrect evidence for ceramic production in the 
Maya lowlands. While indirect methods of production have been evaluated, few studies have spe­
cifically examined direct evidence, and discussions of production failures are wre. In this paper 
we examine Lhe problem of ceramic production through an experiment conducted to replicate sig­
natures of failure. Results of our experiment using ancient May.t pottery and prepared briquettes 
demonstrate distinct and predictable reactions of basic tempers to temperature variation. The im­
plications of these data illustmte why ceramic production remains elusive to archaeologists in the 
Maya area and the need to develop new strategies to identify cer.tmic production archaeoloRically. 

In the Maya lowland~. as \vith many conteXl~ where 

pottery was employed, archaeologists have recov­

ered literally millions of ceramic artifacts. Yet, few 

obvious production by-products have been clearly 

identified, and few ceramic production tool kits 

havt: been recognized (e.g., Ashmore, 1988; Beau­

dry, 1984; &cker 1973; Lucero, 1994; SheeL~, 1979). 

This problem hac; resulted in the SI..I<X:eSSful U'ie of in­

direct methodo; to evaluate production in the Ma­

ya area, as well as in other regions of the world. 

1 These malevolent demons are Syntrips (Smasher), SmaraE;OS (Crasher), Asbetos (Unquenchable), S..baktes 
(Shake-to-Pieces), and Omodamos (Conqueror of the Unbaked). So common were firing failures, that these 
demons made their way into Homer's corpus of songs recorded by Herodotus in around the second to third 
centuries A.D. (translated in Noble, 1965: 190 and 191). 
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