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MISTAKES AND "MISTAKES": TO THE AMBIVALENCE 
OF MISTAKES. A PROOF OF THESES 

by Peter JONGEL 
TOBIGEN 

WEST-GERMANY 

In my doctoral thesis (in prep.) I discuss in an appendix (title: 
Mistakes and "Mistakes": To the ambivalence of mistakes
methodological problems at the example Codex Madrid 75-76 
(orig. in German) whether a correction of mistakes can un
critically be done. This is done as an examplarian study of 
methods analysing mistakes at the example of the cartouche 
of day-signs (named thus by me) that is arranged around the 
central picture. (The correction itself isn't affected or doubted). 
Taken a casual distribution of the mistakes there as decisive 
criterion, one finds facts that can't be decided or are contra
dictory in tendency to the aim. At last, as result of case studies, 
it had to be concluded that the mistakes are intentional, set in 
directedly and can be interpreted without any contradiction 
in Codex Madrid (short: CM) as a reflex of the shift of year
bearers, and, second place, taken the numerical equivalents of 
the day-signs in the long-count, as a system grouping sidereal 
months. While there especially interested in the consequences 
in respect of the grades of complexity of texts and systems in 
Mesoamerican codices and Maya-inscriptions, a possible objec
tion against result and election of CM 75-76 as object of study 
will be prooved on the soundness of its foundation. Thls objec
tion might be formulated like this: The source CM 75-76 is 
because of fauJtyness and hasty of its drawing-style unreliable 
and therefore unfit for such an examination. Against this I 
shall set the antitheses that the Maya-scribe is more reliable 
than he is known for in science; and still more, these mistakes 
are a form of coding in the sense of the well-known transmitter-
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