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INTRODUCfiON . ~ . 
For quite some time now, scholars pave recognized the profu­
sion of ancient Maya house ruins found in the central Maya 
lowlands. Efforts of the past several decades served to under­
score earlier casual observations by accurately documenting the 
extent of the settlement and the implications for Maya demogra­
phy. Survey results from the heartland around Tjkal indicate re­
sidential structure densities from 100 to 200 per sq. km. Clearly, 
these )Ugh structure densities during the Classic Period provide 
a basis for estimating a high population density, but let us not 
draw hasty conclusions about the actual population size. We 
are now at a point where we may interpret structure density 
patterns and residential unit distinctions which, in tum, furnish 
part of the basis for considering population estimates. Esti­
mating population size, however, requires a full understanding 
of residential unit use, distribution, and composition. Without 
more extensive excavations at residences, especially in the non­
central zones, I do not think we are at the point where we can 
actually make population estimates. 

I will address the problem of population distribution through 
an examination of the settlement pattern data from the Tikal­
YaxhA intersite area (Ford 1981, 1986). The overview of the 
Tik.al-Y axha data will provide a basis for considering the de­
velopment of Classic Maya settlement and Late Classic settle­
ment distribution and residential unit composition. By examin-
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